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STRAGGLERS ,”D IZBSENTFTS YIITHOLT LB~LVE 

1. Defin i t ion  of terns. Cocfusion of t h e  terms used t o  40- 
s c r i b e  v z i o u s  c lasses  of  absentees i s  eviclcnt bo th  i n  o f f i c i a l  dcc- 
&tents and norr.ial usage.114 
unnutkorized and t h e i r  t r ea tmer t  should be based upon the  i n t e n t  
nh ich  caused t h e i r  absence, 
t ance .  while unauthorized absentces r e q u i r e  coerc ion  t o ’  e f f e c t  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e i r  un i t s .  
f o r  iilst,ances, where l e g i t i a t e  aboentecs n c r e  t h o w a  i n t o  thc  gu,?rrl 
house on t he  one hand and unauthorized absentees had t h e  chance t o  
absent thenselves again ,or t h e  o t h e r .  The fo l lon inG d e f i n i t i o n s  are 
used i n  t h i s  study: 

Abseiltees my b e  e i t h e r  l eg i t ima te  or 

Log i t ina t e  absentees  need only a s s i s -  

Confusior. of term.inolog has been p<ar t ly  rcspons ib le  

a. A s t r a g d e r  is c1 s o l ? i e r  who is absent from h i s  u n i t  
without w t h o r i t y  but throush no f e u l t  of h i s  om.. 

b. ,in absentee v i thou t  l eave  ( K O L )  is Q s o l d i e r  rho i s  
absent fror. h i s  un i t  without a u t h o r i t y  am1 t h r o w h  h i s  own f a u l t .  

2. r l m n e d  proccdure. 

a. Rerula t iocs  covering.. Chapter 4 ,  F i e l d  MEnual 19-5 
covered the gcneral procedure for physical handl ing  of b a t t l e  
s h i r k e r s  and absentees without l eave  ( r e fe r r ed  t c  as “stra&ersN 
by the  manual). Ci rcu lar  120, Headquarters Europoon Theater of 
Oporations, 13 Cecembor 1944, 8s mended, coveracl t h e  Elropeeii, Theater 
system f o r  a b i n i s t r a t i v e  cxecution of  my Regula t ion  615-300. 

b. Bpsic princi-:les. Absentees nit l iout l e a v e  and s t r ap  
Glcrs were t o  be handled d i k e . .  Forward u n i t s  were t o  s e t  up Clem- 
ly  defined l i n c s ,  ca l led  “Straggler Lines”,  g e n e r a l l y  paral le l  t o  
t h o  f r o n t ,  along which thcy would in te rcopt  and c3eck nll personnel 
going t o  t h e  rear.  
p o s t s  were t o  bc cstablishec1.L 
coimnanders on \ID ,?GO ~ o r m  45., Apprehending units v770re t o  r e p o r t  r e -  
covered personnel on ‘:,D !,Go Form 46.2 
b e  through mi l i t n ry  po l i ce  channels d i r e c t  whenover p o s s i S l e  alia 
t b o u g h  reinforcenent comnancl chnnlelo vhen d i s t a n c e s  were t oo  g e a t . 2 , 6  

A t  s t rn te f ; ic  po in t s  olocc t h e  l i n e .  co i loc t inG 
Absentees were t o  be r epor t ed  by un i t  

Return of a11 porsonnel was t o  

3. Poceduro  used i n  t h e  European The,?ter. 

a. Division Level. .D iv i s ion  comxrslors recovered  tho 
g o n t e r  p x t i o n  6fi t h e i r  abscntces themselves , v i t h i n  t h e i r  own d iv i -  
s i o n  areas,  Division n i l i t L m y  p o l i c e  and reg imenta l  s e c u r i t y  guards 
v e r e  macle respons ib le  and ucre used t o  30 nlnost  i n t o  the  f r o n t  l i n e s  
t o  recover b a t t l e  sh i rke r s  and absentees without loavo and t o  nSSiSt 
t h e  r e t u r n  of s t r a ~ l e r s . .  fitill such p e r s o u i d  wore p n o r a l l y  t r ea t ed  
a l i k e  and mere r o t ~ n c d ,  i n  custody, d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e i r  u n i t s  by the 
n i l i t w y  pol ice  v i thout  q s s i s t ance  of an i n t e r n e d i a t c  sflency.. fieri 
in  the  best  run d iv i s ions ,  n i l i t m y  necess i ty  f r equen t ly  prcvente$ 
t h e  aocs!y.plishnent of R writter r e c o r d  by t h e  recover ing  acencies.  
Abbserltocs v l thout  lcnvc fron ad j3csn t  uS i t s ,  fro12 corps  and *W 
u n i t s  i n  the  d iv i s ion  mea and from rea r  u n i t s  vera r e tu rnad  d m n -  
oVCT prnc t icnble  by d i v i s i o n  n i l i t w y  pol ice  by the  s h o r t e s t  rou tc .  
Those -mho could not be  re turned  t o  t h e i r  u n i t s  quickly were de l ive r -  
ed t o  corps milit,?ry po l i ce  f o r  d i spos i t i on ,  

- &  f 



b. Corps and MW. 

( 3 )  ,Ibscntccs r d t h o u t  lcavc. Corps and army Commcrnd- 
c r s  gave t o  t b c  m i l i t a r y  p c l i c c  t h o  r c s p o n i s b i l i t y  
f o r  recovery,, booking and i n i t i a l  niovcmcnt tovrard 
t h c i r  prupcr h i t s  of a l l  abscntccs  vithout l c a v c  
fuund i n  the i r  r c s p c c t i v o  arcas. 
a i - t idua ls  bolonging t o  d i s t a n t  u n i t s  nerc  rc turncd  
through t h c  r c f n f o r c c m n t  systcm, but  t h i s  mcdium 
ims n c i t h c r  a b l c  t o  process  thcm fas t  enough nor t o  
gum3 t h a n  propcrly.  As a r c s u l t  nbsciitocs mithout 
Icavc oscapcd and had t o  bc rccovercd  3goin.3 Thcrc- 
fore  t h e  wc of t h e  reinforccmcnt  systcm vas a b m -  ’ 
doncd and 311. abscntccs  without  l o w c  rmro r c t u r n c d  
through mili tmy p l i c c  channels. As m i l i t a r y  pa- 
l i c e  c h a n z e h  ” r c  nlso uscd for t h c  i r a n s f c r  of 
p r i s o n c r s  b o t h  a c t i o n s  ncrc f r e q u e n t l y  CoAbinCd i n  
the  i n t e r e s t  of economy of gu.wd pcrscnncl .  and t rnns-  
port a t  ion. 

For a t i m c  i n -  

( 2 )  Stragglers . .  X i l i t c r y  p o l i c c  gavc assistame iil t h c  
form of r e n d  d i r c c t i o n ,  t r r l n s p a r t a t i c n ,  g n s o l i n o ,  
food ,  s h c l t c r  and cmcrgcncy c l o t h i n g  t o  s t m g g l c r s ,  
whcrcvcr i n d i v i d u a l s  could c s t a b l i s h  thcmsclvcs  as 
such and prove t h a t  thoy mrc not ubscnt wi thout  
lcavc. Such a s s i s t s a c o  o r i g i n c t o d  t o  n g r e c t  ex tcn t  
t h c  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  Mi l i ta ry  Policc,  Ltthcugk. m i s -  
takes v c r c  modc occns iona l ly  and. nbscntccs  vrithoat 
lcavc n c r c  crroncously tqkcn f o r  s t r a g g l c r s ,  t h i e  
system m s  considcYcd j u s t i f i c d  as t h o  pcrccntngc  
of its c r r o r s  ?r?s probably v x y  smll and f . 9  out- 
neighcd ‘by i t s  f a i r n c s s  t o  s o l d i c r s  who n c r c  lost 
and c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  t r i c d  t o  r c t u r r ,  t o  their u n i t s .  

( 3 )  i n  c o n t r n s t  t o  t h i s  systcm s t n n d s  t h o  mothcd cf 
confining a11 i c d i v i d u a l  : t r n v c l c r s  t o  thc guard 
housc. Niiilc most u n i t s  uscd tho  l a t t c r  s y s t c m  
initially, n c z l y  sll changcd t o  t h e  mbrc l c n i c n t  
system b c f o r c  t h o  ord of opmrntions. In some i n -  
s tnncos,  s t r a g g l e r s  vrwe r c t u r n c d  through t h o  re- 
i n f o r  c cnicnt cormnznd. 

c. Comunicot icm zoncr 

Abscntc@s - l i thout  l c w o .  Base s o c t i o n  commondws 
acrc r c s p o u s i b l c  for  absci i tccs  without  l c n v o  i n  
t t e i r  <arccs rrnd dclcgqtcd t h e  job t o  t h c  m i l i t m y  
poll.cc l:-woii.;h t h c i r  r c s p c c t i v o  provost  PvrsholS. 
Thc proccLurc a.nd cxpcricnccs i7crc almost i d e n t i c a l  
t o  t h a t  of corps w d  Lwmy cxccpt  t h a t  t h o  number of 
C ~ S C S  vms much larger and t h c r c f a r c  tho  number of 
c r imina ls  mixed i n  with o r d i n z r y  abscntocs without 
leove c o n s t i t u t e d  9 much mmro ser ious problem. 3oin- 
forcemcnt comnnd as a ch,Inncl fa- t h 6  r c t u r n  of ab- 
scntccs  without  leave bi-oke donn i n  t h e  communication5 
zonc nlso.5 
i n  tho  comunicnt iordzonc  WJCI’C f i e l d  f o r c e  m e n  rfh3 
h d  d r i f t &  in to  t h e  l m g o  c i t i c a  an& res t  o r c m .  

A large numbor of spprohcndod s a l d i o r s  

( 2 )  Stragglers. I n i t i a l l y  s t r a g g l e r s  and nbscntccs 
without leave wcre t roa tod  a l i k e ,  b u t ,  3s i n  corps 
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absentees without leave  i n  t he i r  charge, 

adequate at d l  e C k d 0 ~  m e P t  i n  connunicfitions zone, 
c i t i e s  m~ *on t h e  f i g h t i w  zone a d  extensive r e s t  ,Tc..,s nade the 
establishment of large col lec t ing  points necesssry,2J+,5 Em 
c o l l e c t i n g  po in t s  one or two cor.:panies per base section Bere 
fo r  gu,uard duty. 
such companies. 
cmiand  fo r  t h e  r e t u r n  of s t ragc lers ,  

bo Fax"l Remired. Norm1 military police units Iero 
large 

The l a rges t  collecting p i n t  ( P s i s )  r e q u k d  tnc 
NO ex t r a  personnel vas required in  the reirface-ent 

c-. T " c r t a t i o n .  OrGonio transportation of filitnry po- 
l i c e  u n i t s  WRS adequate, excopt thrlt i n  comunicotions zone i$ zm 
necessary t o  SeCUW a f id i t i ond  trucks t o  transfer absentees nithout 
leave f r o g  base sec t ion  COlleCtiq Points to @ d e s  arA .rljg.ceLt bise 
sections.. 

6. .  M n i n i s t r o t i v c  records enDloyed, 

a. Theater Dovos t  Marshal F a n  #2, Theater Rovost Ewshal 
Porn ,#2 (appenaix 1) vas used by a l l  nil i tnry police units at a l l  eche- 
lons  of co imnd for repor t ing  absentees without leave, s t rqg lws ,  
v i o l a t i o n s  of reguln t ions  and incidents of 211 types, It 739 sa t i s -  
factory.. I For absentees without lea7e i t  served K i t h  necessary support- 
ing  s ta tements  f o r  t he  inforn i t ion  of interestea persons ard for a 
bas i s  c f  ac t ion  by uni t  com?iiders. 
record by which t h e  u n i t  contnamier could establish l e g i t h a t e  absence. 

For stra&ers, it served as O. 

b. .Ibsentees vithout l e w e  Circulars and Bulletim Fiere i s -  
sued Theater-vide by bas0 sections,  ~ r h i a s  ard other conpwrsble con- 
nards but  not by d iv i s ions  pnd corps, except sometines for t he  bezefit 
of t h e i r  own troops. 
ilar lists of s t o l e n  and recovered vehicles, escAped 3enerP.l p i son -  
e r s ,  and escaped pr i soners  of vm. PI mnthly consclidited list 3% 
also issued by t h e  Theater ETovost Marshal. All were beneficial in 
the  Rppehens ion  of absentees without lenve, but, since they did not 
have d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  o ther  than militpry police units an1 hedquar- 
t e rs  of commands, t he i r  usefulness WRS diminished, No attempt W m  
made t o  reproduce photographs, although i t  might have been effective 
had it been done far general  prisoners and repc?ter absentees 31th- 
out leave. I n  gonwal  the  lists were far too lor4  because the  SYS- 
tem of r e p o r t i n g  re turns  t o  units nas never perfected. 
continuecl t o  SOW u n t i l  t r ace r s  on absentees wi thout  leave i n i t i z t d  
by t h e  Theater -provost Mwshal resulted in sone l?dmtion by remop- 
UIg recovered absentees f r o  the list. 

Usually the l ists  nere i n  conjunction n i th  s b -  

The lists 

i" 
C. 

quar te rs  of 
tained only 
Phot o t r  ap hs 
absentee v i  
Prehensions 
bution been 

Spec ia l  lkn ted  Lists. mmies, base sections nn3 held- 
compnrablo s i z e  issued special nnnted lists nhich Cop.- 
persons vmr.ttcd for  serious crimes, Descriptions but not 
vrero used. Distribution was the s.me as far the re,@lm 

These l i s t s  r e s u l t d  i n  Sone BP- 

e" they  n ight  have been m w e  effective he3 the d i s t r i -  
v e n t e r .  

thout  leave circu1,Xs. 

?ID AGO Form 45 an4 46. 
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Machine record unit f ac i l i t i e s  were not 
t h e i r  f u l l  ;Idvantage and both the in i t i a to r  & the 
r ece ive r s  of !iD XM Form 45 fRiled to  obtain t b  
:laxinun benefit .  Every necessyy c h w e  i n  distri- 
but ion  required re-educatlon of a l l  unit C w g P 8 ,  

3 KO ro rn  46 was prepared by appehendirg wencisa, 
but i n  many cases th i s  nns onftted? m w  ab- 
sentees  nithout leave arvl s t r agde r s  were r e t u r a  
t h e i r  u i l i t s  through military police and other chso- 
nels  without subnission of Forn 46. Hed t h e  oppe- 
hending agency prepare2 and subnitted ,Go Farn &. 
i n  ec.ch instance of apprehension a9 rquird by We- 
n te r  ins t ruc t ions ,  nany nmes nould have been r-- 
ed fron absentee publicatione published by the  ?baEltar. 
It is t r u c  t h i t  there would hcve been Forns 46 sub- 
mitted i n  sone c,ises f o r  which no Far. 45 had been 
subni t ted ;  honever i t  is believed that t h i s  would 
have involved no ?.dninistrative d i f f icu l ty  md m d d  
have served t o  keep the absentee l i s t s  clear of re- 
covered absentees. 

7. Conclusions, 

a. Revis ion  of t h e  definit ions of the terms nStralerq a d  
"K3sentee Yi thout  Leavo" is nocessary to  avoid confusion. The follm- 
iw d o f i n i t i o n s  o f  these terms are suggested: 

(1) A straggler is  a soldier who i s  absent from his unit 
without authority,  but through m fault of his own. 

iln absentee nithout leive (:dOL) is a s o l d i e r  who is 
absent from h i s  un i t  without authmity and tho@ 
h i s  own fau l t .  

(2) 

b. Both s t rngg le r s  alld absentees wi thout  leave should Wdk? 
be hindled  a l i k e  i n  coinbat division =ens but should be p o c e a s d  seP 
TateLy elsevrhere 

c.. The mnximum qBvqnt,age of raids,  patrols 2nd checks by 
n i l i t n r y  po l i eo  on duty, re jmdless  of primary mission should be 
tnken t o  qppshencl ribscntees without leave. 

a, The p r inc ip l e  of re twning  Tbsentees 3ithout leave t b a  
n i l i t w y  pol ice  chnnncls is sound, 
i s  bes t  hnnd1e.i by t h e  most cxpeditious means m i l i b l e e  

Honever the return of s t r & a e  

e, The conception of '*straggler lines" as contained in 

f. Respons ib i l i t y  for  apjrchension and r e t u n  Of stralars 
" m l s  or o the r  publ ica t ions  is outmoded. 

and absentees  without leave ~ h o u l d  be that  Of the 
Of the 

of mpprehension, 
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